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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 882 %5

I NTRODUCED BY Mcl LHI NNEY AND THOVAS, OCTOBER 6, 2004

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNVENTAL AFFAI RS,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 19, 2004

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

N T N S N e
N~ o o~ W N kL O

A RESOLUTI ON

Encouragi ng the Governor and the State Geospatial Technol ogi es

Director to engage in strategic planning of geospati al

t echnol ogi es.

WHEREAS, Ceospatial technol ogies are a growi ng and
significant part of Pennsylvania's econony; and

WHEREAS, Ceospatial technol ogi es include conputer software,
satellite imagery, global positioning systens, geographic
information systenms (A S) and ot her technol ogies used to create,
mai ntai n, display and anal yze geospatial information; and

WHEREAS, Ceospatial technol ogies hel p manage critical assets
and identify and describe street addresses, political, school
di strict and zoni ng boundaries, natural and environnental
resources, transportation networks, infrastructure, census data,
centers of economic activity and other data that are critical to
the health, safety, honeland security, emergency mnmanagenent,
economic vitality, environnmental managenent and quality of life

in this Commonweal th; and
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WHEREAS, Pennsylvania's |ocal governnments are the primary
sources of critical data about building |Iocations, street
addresses, infrastructure, roadways, |and use, real estate and
jurisdictional boundaries as well as other infornmation
supporting key functions of |ocal government such as pl anning,
ener gency services, property taxation, road and other utility
mai nt enance and voter registration; and

WHEREAS, Public and private utilities that nmanage public
infrastructure, such as tel ephone, water, gas and electric, are
critical sources of geospatial data; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania's coll eges and universities are
i nportant sources of geospatial technol ogies and data and
conduct geospatial analysis and research that contribute to the
health, safety and welfare of this Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, The geospatial technol ogy busi ness sector represents
a growing part of the Commonweal th's new econony and is an
essential service provider to all |evels of governnent; and

WHEREAS, Coordination and partnershi ps between the public and
private sectors have the synergistic result of stimulating
Pennsyl vani a' s geospati al technol ogy busi ness sector while
enhanci ng governnental effectiveness; and

WHEREAS, The Governor recently created the Bureau of
CGeospatial Technologies to foster and coordi nate interoperable
geospati al technol ogi es, data standards and data sharing anong
St at e agenci es and between and anong | evel s of governnent; and

WHEREAS, When fully inplenmented, the Pennsylvania Map ( PAVAP)
will be a nodern, accurate, nultipurpose geospatial initiative
about this Commonweal th, coordinated and mai ntai ned by a
partnershi p anong the Federal partners, State agencies and

counti es; and
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WHEREAS, PAMAP requires uniformdata sharing standards so
that essential map data can be collected once by the appropriate
| evel of government and used many tinmes by all |evels of
government and by busi ness, academ a and individual citizens;
and

WHEREAS, Coordi nated Federal, State and |local initiatives
such as PAMAP i nprove geospatial planning and coordi nati on anong
and between the Federal CGovernnent, State agencies and counti es,
facilitate data sharing, reduce redundant data collection
efforts and encourage a common vi sion to guide investnent; and

WHEREAS, No State-level office in Pennsylvania is responsible
for conprehensive archiving and preservation of |ocal governnent
boundary records, cataloging the |ocation of nonunents and ot her
boundary narkers, maintaining official boundary maps and
identifying gaps, errors and inconsistencies in State, county
and | ocal boundaries, meking the creation of an official
boundary | ayer accurate enough for PAMAP i npossi bl e; and

WHEREAS, | ndividual State agencies and | ocal governnents
differ greatly in their expenditures on personnel, conputer and
data resources and in their capabilities; and

WHEREAS, It is essential that all State and |ocal governnents
have a m nimum | evel of managerial, technical and financial
capabilities in geospatial technol ogi es; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a State agencies and | ocal governnents
currently have difficulty creating and sustaini ng prograns
capabl e of supporting a Statew de PAVAP program due to
restrictions on funding, training of personnel and conputer
infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, The State Geospatial Technol ogies Director and State

agenci es assi st |ocal governnments to defray the costs of
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mai ntai ning their geospatial capabilities and data by providing
aeri al photography and other geospatial data to the counties in
exchange for county data; and

WHEREAS, Conflicting and inconpatible Federal, State and
| ocal geospatial data requirenents and standards create
potential data gaps, duplication and inaccuracies which reduce
data quality and foster inconsistent or inconplete data, thereby
hanpering efforts to address nmany critical issues; and

WHEREAS, The State Geospatial Technol ogi es Director works
with Federal, State and |ocal governnments and ot her stakehol ders
to limt and reduce duplication, gaps and inconsistencies in
dat a coverage by devel opi ng and i npl enenting the Pennsyl vani a
Ceospatial Data Sharing Standards (PGDSS) that enabl e data
sharing within and between | evels of governnent; and

WHEREAS, The overall financial inpact of Federal geospati al
technol ogy requirenents and their enbedded technol ogy
i nvestnments on State governnent and the financial inpact of the
conbi ned Federal and State geospatial technol ogy requirenents on
| ocal governnments are unknown; and

WHEREAS, Opportunities exist to | everage Federal and
Commonweal th funds to support mandated mappi ng requirenments on
| ocal governnents; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives support efforts
to ensure that interoperable geospatial technol ogies and data
exi st anong and between Federal, State, |ocal governnents,
regional entities, authorities, public schools, colleges and
uni versities and business interests in this Comonweal th and
recogni ze the State's historic role in providing sustained
gui dance and resources in mapping; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives support the
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private sector working with the public sector to fund and
devel op a robust geospatial infrastructure and expandi ng
econom ¢ base; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives support the
assignment of responsibility to a new or existing State-|evel
of fice that would serve as the official steward of political
boundaries for the Conmonweal th and work in collaboration with
| ocal governnents to devel op and mai ntain an archive of official
docunents and survey records that would define State, |ocal and
ot her official boundaries; catal og existing boundary markers and
nmonunent s; nmaintain a seam ess digital database of State, |oca
and ot her official boundaries; and identify cases where the
| ocations of |ocal boundaries are unknown, inconsistent or
ot herwi se inaccurate; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives support the
devel opnent of prograns and initiatives to mnimze duplication
of effort and nmaxi m ze cooperation and sharing of geospati al
data within and anong | evels of governnment; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives encourage the
Governor and the State Geospatial Technol ogies Director to
establish col |l aborative technical working groups, including
i nt eragency, intergovernnmental and other stakehol der groups not
under the Governor's jurisdiction, to inprove the
interoperability of this Commonweal th's geospatial technol ogies
and to mnimze duplication and maxi m ze sharing of geospati al
data coll ected and mai ntai ned by State-level entities; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives encourage the
Governor and the State Geospatial Technol ogies Director to

establish a governance nechanismto devel op policy and oversee

20040HO882R4555 - 5 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

strategi c planning for geospatial technol ogy interoperability
and data sharing, including, but not limted to, PAMAP, that
i nvol ves an equitabl e partnership anong Federal agencies, State
entities, including those not under the Governor's jurisdiction,
and the Commonweal th's | ocal governnments and authorities; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives strongly
encourage and expect Federal agencies to collaborate and
coordinate with the State Ceospatial Technol ogies Director for
all geospatial initiatives, including data collection, inmagery
and el evation data product devel opnent or projects being
conducted within or across the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, to
openly share with the Coomonweal th all geospatial data products
created with tax dollars and to communicate with the State
Ceospatial Technologies Director prior to starting any projects
or initiatives in this Conmonwealth that will involve data
exchange with State agencies or |ocal governnments; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives encourage | ocal
governments and agencies to support PAMAP and PGDSS in order to
enhance interoperability of their geospatial technol ogies and
conpatibility of their geospatial data; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives encourage the
Governor, the State Geospatial Technol ogies Director, the United
St at es Geol ogi cal Survey and Pennsylvania's | ocal governnents to
col | aborate in PAVAP, adm nistered through the Departnent of
Conservati on and Natural Resources' Bureau of Topographi c and
CGeol ogic Survey as part of the National Mapping Program of the
Federal Governnent, as a critical and sustainable nmeans of

achi eving geospatial technology interoperability and geospati al
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data sharing within and across | evels of governnent; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
t he Governor, the Governor's Cabinet, the Joint State CGovernment
Commi ssion, the Local Governnment Conmm ssion, the Pennsyl vani a
Congressi onal Del egation, the Pennsyl vania Conm ssion on
Sent enci ng, the County Conm ssioners Associ ation of
Pennsyl vani a, the Pennsyl vania State Association of Township
Supervi sors, the Pennsyl vania State Association of Boroughs, the
Pennsyl vani a Chanber of Business and I ndustry, the Association
of I ndependent Col |l eges and Universities of Pennsylvania, the
State-related universities, the Pennsylvania State System of
Hi gher Education, the University of Pennsylvania, the
Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion for Community Col |l eges, the Pennsylvani a
Mappi ng and CGeographic Information Consortium the Eastern
Technol ogy Council, the Pittsburgh Technol ogy Council, the

Technol ogy Council of Central Pennsylvania, the Technol ogy

Counci |l of Northeastern Pennsylvani a, the League—ofGCties-

First—Cass—TFownships- PENNSYLVANI A LEAGUE OF CI TI ES AND
MUNI CI PALI TI ES, PENNSYLVANI A STATE ASSCCI ATI ON OF TOMNNSHI P

COW SSI ONERS, PENNSYLVANI A SOCI ETY OF LAND SURVEYORS,
PENNSYLVANI A MUNI CI PAL AUTHORI TI ES ASSCOCI ATI ON FOR PENNSYLVANI A
MUNI Cl PAL MANAGEMENT, PENNSYLVANI A STATE MAYOR ASSOCI ATI ON, ni ne
regi onal counterterrorismtask forces AND regi onal planning

or gani zati ons and—first—elass,—secondclass—and-second—-elass—A
etttes.
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