U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Region 111

One Independence Mall. Sixth Floor

615 Chesmut Strect

Philadelphia. PA 19106-4404

September 24, 2009 };ﬁgg FEMA

Dear PaMAGIC Board Members:

FEMA'’s Mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation
we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect
against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards. GIS supports these Mission
Requirements and FEMA’s Strategic Plan. We strive to coordinate with our state and
local partners, and the organization of our partners can greatly impact our successes.

For these reasons, we endorse the Geospatial Coordination Strategic Plan for
Pennsylvania. This Plan calls for the formation of a GIS Council which we believe is
necessary and long overdue. A GIS Council can leverage Pennsylvania’s resources by
bringing people together from various geospatial backgrounds to provide an excellent
facility for collective leadership and decision-making.

Sincerely,

Gene Gruber
Mitigation Division Director
FEMA, Region III
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